VP Debates don’t swing voters…err…wait a minute…
Yerik wrote this

Demockracy.com article 1

9-30-2008


No matter what side of the fence you choose to call home, most people would agree that the current election cycle has been unique. From the fierce battle between a woman and an African-American for the Democratic nomination, to the comeback of a Republican candidate who had been completely dismissed by his own party, to the vice presidential selection of the governor of a state with a population a tad bit larger than Fort Worth, Texas, this election cycle has been one of firsts, several of them.
This Thursday marks what could very well be another first: A vice presidential debate that may actually sway voters. Vice Presidential debates, while interesting and informative, don’t often make the short list of what nudges a swing voter into one camp, or hardens a party loyalist beyond all reproach. This debate though, may be different. And, if this writer had to make a call, it’s in the Republicans favor. Sarah Palin was in a unique position when she was announced as the vice presidential candidate. She was largely unknown, which isn’t good for a Vice-Presidential candidate, but neither is it a deathblow to the overall ticket, when the VP candidate simply needs to prove capable of taking over, should something happen to the boss. As is obvious to many by this point, Palin has done almost anything but that. She has given few interviews, properly botched those she has given, become a quality source of comedy material, and been denounced by prominent conservative intellectuals.
With these marks against her, it should be easy for her opponent, hailed as the Democrats number one attack dog, to make short work of her credibility as a candidate, at least conventional wisdom would say so. Reality may be different, however. Biden’s greatest strength—taking apart his opponents for their positions—isn’t going to help him here. We all know he has more experience and knowledge; Palin will look inexperienced when she steps on stage. The real challenge facing Biden on Thursday is going to be in making his case to the electorate that he is the better choice, without going straight for Palin’s jugular. This is something the Delaware Senator is not always good at, and at this point, there isn’t much he can do to make her look inexperienced that she, SNL, or The Daily Show, or the pundit community hasn’t already done. 
All this begs the question of expectation: is it possible that Palin already looks so bad, that anything she says correctly on Thursday will look that much better? Indeed it is, and although this author believes that she will not gain capital from it, it does reinforce the need for Biden to make his case via discussing his positions and his qualifications, rather than attacking Palin on a lack thereof. And in an election cycle where one candidate faces a semi-real threat of medical complications due to age, and the other candidate lacks the leadership experience we have come to take for granted in Presidential candidates, this makes the VP debates, between a young Palin who can balance out McCain’s age, and an experienced Biden who can shore up Obama’s lack of experience in some areas, all the more important. 

This is another first for this election cycle: we may finally get a VP debate that matters, one that will help to swing voters off the fence and onto one side of the fence, or another. Biden is very good at taking his opponents apart, but he is also good at, as Mark Leibovich recently wrote, “blurting out pretty much anything.” If Biden is going knock Thursday out of the park, he is going to have to keep himself on a tight leash, something he is not always good at doing. It remains to be seen whether Palin will be able to hold her own against a significantly more experienced opponent, but in this author’s mind the burden of proof lies on Biden, not Palin.        
